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Health  Department, 
Brook  House, 
Dover. 


To\  The  Kiayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover: 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1948. 

The  health  of  the  community,  as  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics,  can 
be  said  to  have  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level. 

The  civilian  population  estimated  at  32,900  by  the  Registrar  General 
has  risen  steadily  since  the  end  of  the  war.  In  1939,  it  was  39,950. 

The  birth  rate  of  21.4  per  thousand  of  the  population  shows  a decrease 
of  5.4  on  the  rate  for  1947;  it  compares  favourably  however  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  Smaller  Towns,  which  were  17.9  and  19.2  respective- 
ly. The  death  rate  was  11.0  per  thousand  of  the  population,  a decrease  of  1.0 
compared  with  that  for  the  previous  year;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
10.8  and  for  the  Smaller  Towns  10.7. 

Infant  mortality  fell  from  46  per  1,000  live  births  in  1947  to  31  for  the 
3^ear  under  review,  while  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  34 
and  that  for  the  Smaller  Towns  was  32.  There  were  no  materftal  deaths  during 
the  year. 

There  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  in- 
fectious disease;  this  was  due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year.  Otherwise  the  incidence  of  infectious  sickness  shows  no  unusual 
features. 


The  far  reaching  changes  affecting  the  health  services,  which  occurred 
on  the  5th  July  with  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
nevertheless  left  untouched  those  services  on  which  the  health  of  the  people 
primarily  depends.  Pure  and  wholesome  food  and  water  supplies,  adequate 
housing,  efficient  sanitation  and  the  like  continued  to  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  local  authority.  All  these  essentials  received  careful  attention  during 
the  year.  The  problem  of  housing  especially  was  a matter  of  great  concern 
to  the  Department  and  it  is  still  with  us.  The  problem  is  generally  appreciated 
but  it  is  one  which  needs  to  be  emphasised  often  and  strongly  in  view  of  the 
prevailing  shortage  of  houses  and  the  number  of  families  in  the  Borough  still 
awaiting  suitable  homes.  Children  particularly  deserve  a special  effort  to 
improve  their  living  conditions;  the  health  of  many  depends  on  it  and,  while 
they  are  compelled  to  be  educated  in  schools  of  a high  standard  of  fitness,  they 
are  too  often  denied  a decent  home,  which  is  their  birthright. 

Much  has  already  been  done  by  all  the  Departments  concerned,  but 
much  more  is  indicated  and,  given  the  necessary  scope  and  freedom  from 
frustration,  this  can  be  achieved. 

I would  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  received  from  the 
Chairman,  Alderman  E.  A.  Bushell,  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee in  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  year.  I am  also  indebted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  Borough  Engineer  for  data  supplied 
and  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  other  members  of  the  Staff  for  their 
assistance  in  compiling  this  Report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  LYNCH, 


30th  August,  1949. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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SECTION  A — VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 


CONDITIONS 

AREA 3662  acres 

POPULATION  (1931)  41,097 

POPULATION  (1948  Estimate)  . . 32,900 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1948  Estimate)  ..  ..  8,968 

Rateable  Value  (1948-9  Estimate)  . . . . . . £248,400 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1948-9  Estimate)  . . £1,035 

UNEMPLOYMENT  (as  at  6th  December,  1948):— 

Men  . . . . . . . . . . 345 

Women  . . . . . . . . 98 

TOTAL 443 


VITAI.  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 

(Compared  with  Statistics  for  Years  1946  and  1947) 

Registered  Live  Births 

(Corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 

1946  ‘ 1947  1948  + or  - (1947— 1948) 

721  ' 853  704  -149 


1948 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

667 

338 

329 

Illegitimate 

37 

21 

t 

16 

Totals 

704 

359 

345 

Live  Birth  Rate 


(per  1,000  of  estimated  population) 

1946  1947  1948  + or  - (1947—1948) 

24.32  26.86  21.40  -5.46 

1948 


Legitimate  Live  Births  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  20.27 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  1.13 


Stillbirths 

1948 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

20 

11 

9 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

22 

12 

10 

Stillbirth  Rate 


1947 


Total 

Males 

Females 

24 

14 

10^ 

4 

3 

1 

28 

17 

11 

(per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths) 

1947  1948  -b  or  — (1947—1948) 

31.78  30.30  -1.48 


1946 

23.03 
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Registered  Deaths 

(Corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers) 


1946 

1947 

1948 

+ or  - (1947-1948) 

Males 

192 

200 

187 

-13 

Females 

187 

184 

178 

- 6 

Totals 

379 

384 

365 

-19 

Death  Rate 

(per  1,000  estimated  population) 

1946  1947  1948  + or  - (1947-1948) 
12.79  12.09  11.09  - 1.00 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live 

1946 

1947 

1948  + or  - (1947-1948) 

births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000 

40 

46 

31  -15 

legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live 

41 

45 

30  -15 

births 

Specially  Recorded  Deaths 

31 

82 

54  -28 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all 

1946 

1947 

1948  + or  - (1947-1948) 

ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all 

57 

53 

70  +17 

ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping 

1 

— - 1 

Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
(under  two  years  of 

age) 

2 

4 

1 - 3 

TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS,  1948:  Males,  359;  Females,  345  = 704 
TOTAL  DEATHS,  1948:  Males,  187;  Females,  178  = 365 
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VITAL  STATISTICS— COMPARISONS— 1948 

England  & Wales;  148  Smaller  Towns,  and  Dover 


England  A Wales=:  j ) 

Dover= 


148  Smaller  Towns= 


Per  1,000 
Civilian 
Population : 


LIVE  BIRTHS  DEATHS 


Per  1,000 
Live  Births 


DEATHS  UNDER  1 
YEAR  OF  AGS:  ‘STILLBIRTHS 


^ SO 


4t-0 


30 


20 


- /O 


Vv] 

M 


Per  1,000 
Total 

Popula  tion ; 

t2  CO 


MATERNAL 
MORTALITY; 
Per  1,000 
Total 
Births: 
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TABLE  1 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948 
(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns) 


126  C.B’s. 

148  Smaller 

England 

and  Great 

Towns 

and 

Towns 

Resident  Popn. 

Dover 

Wales 

including 

25,000-50,000 

London 

at  1931  Census 

BIRTHS 

* Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

Live  Births 

\1.9{a) 

20.0 

19.2 

21.40 

Still  Births 

0.42(^7) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.67 

DEATHS 

Alt  Causes 

10.8(t7) 

11.6 

10.7 

1 1.09 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

o.oo 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

— 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.76 

Influenza 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  & 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.36 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  one 

year  of  age 

Deaths  from 

mb) 

39 

32 

31 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under 
two  years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

1.42 

Notification  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

NOTIFICATIONS 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

0.94 

Whooping  Cough 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

2.86 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.09 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

. 0.33 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

12.86 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

1.03 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.03 

Acute  Polioencepha- 

litis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

(Corrected) 
Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

— 

MATERNAL 

MORTALITY 

1.02 

Not  Available. 

— 

* A ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 
{a)  Rates  per  1,000  Total  Population. 
ib)  Per  1,()00  Related  Births. 


8 


I ABLE  2 — CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  BY  AGE  GROUPS,  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  DOVER  DURING  1948 


i 

-1 

1- 

-2 

2- 

-5 

5-^ 

-15 

15- 

-25 

25- 

-45 

45- 

-65 

65- 

-75 

75  + 

Total 

Cause  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

1 : 

Fever 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

5 

Diphtheria 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

8 

System 

2 

4 

6 

8 

2 

14 

n 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

1 1 

3 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

9 

Influenza 

10 

1 1 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

1 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

i 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

8 

Oesophagus! M)  Uterus! F) 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

7 

Duodenum 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

4 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

3 

1 

2 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

1 

9 

8 

7 

4 

6 

8 

23 

20 

17 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

3 

18 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

1 

3 

6 

6 

9 

15 

17 

19 

Heart  Disease 

1 

3 

14 

7 

15 

15 

15 

26 

45 

51 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circu- 

8 

latory  System 

1 

2 

4 

5 

4 

21 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

n 

8 

7 

13 

9 

22 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

9 

3 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 

denum 

2 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

1 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

3 

3 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

6 

29 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive 

Sepsis 

30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

6 

31 

Premature  Birth 

4 

6 

4 

32 

Congenital  Malformations, 

Birth  Injuries,  Infantile 
Disease 

4 

2 

1 

■ 

. 

4 

3 

33 

Suicide 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

3 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

1 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

36 

All  other  causes 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

4 

2 

9 

9 

21 

14 

Totals 

10 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

11 

13 

51 

36 

49 

42 

61 

72 

1 

187 

178 

* 
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TABLE  3 


MORTALITY  IN  RELATION  TO  SEASON 


Month 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

' Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 

1 Population 

Deaths 

1 under 

1 year 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

January 

29 

10.58 

2 

34 

February 

35 

12.76 





March 

31 

11.31 

2 

34 

April 

34 

12.40 

2 

34 

May 

34 

12.40 

2 

34 

June 

20 

7.29 

3 

51 

July 

24 

8.75 

^ 1 

17 

August 

27 

9.85 

1 

17 

September 

27 

9.85 

3 

51 

October 

30 

10.94 

2 i 

34 

November 

37 

13.50 

7 ! 

34 

December 

37 

13.50 

2 1 

34 

TABLE  4 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 


Age 

Groups 

Wards 

River 

Barton 

Castle 

St.  Bar- 
tholo- 
mew’s 

i Town 
! and 
Pier 

j 

Houg- 

ham 

Total 

Under  1 year 

9 

3 

1 

3 

2 

4 

22 

1 and  under  5 

— 



2 

■ 

2 

5 and  under  15 

1 

2 







3 

15  and  under  25 

] 

1 

1 





3 

25  and  under  45 

9 

4 

2 

3 



6 

24 

45  and  under  65 

26 

10 

8 

14 

11 

18 

87 

65  and  under  75 

22 

17 

5 

16 

10 

21 

91 

Over  75 

24 

27 

23 

19 

19 

21 

133 

Totals 

92 

64 

40  I 

57 

1 

1 

1 

70 

365 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  on  the  appointed  day,  namely  the  5th  July,  1948,  many 
of  the  Borough  Council’s  health  services  were  transferred  to  other 

Authorities.  . . 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  ancillary  services  became 

the* responsibility  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  which  is  the  Local 
Health  Authority  for  the  area  under  the  Act. 

Similarly,  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  at  Tower  Hamlets 
and  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Poulton -were  taken  over  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  change-over  generally  was  effected  with  a minimum  of 
dislocation  and  inconvenience  and  the  facilities  available  to  the 
public  continue  as  before. 

1 Laboratory  Facilities: 

These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Maid- 
stone, and  the  Hospital  Laboratory,  Buckland  Hospital,  Dover,  for 
bacteriological,  biological  and  bio-chemical  examinations. 

In  addition,  various  chemical  analyses  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Analysts  at  their  laboratory  in  Canterbury. 

2 Ambulance  Service: 

The  Ambulance  Service  continued  to  be  operated,  as  in  1947, 
by  the  Local  Authority  until  the  5th  July  when  its  administration 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Kent  County  Council.  After  the 
transfer,  the  service  continued  to  be  based  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and,  in  addition,  was  supplemented  by  the  provision  of  vehicles 
operated  and  manned  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Biigade,  acting 
as  agents  of  the  County  Council,  and  stationed  at  the  Spot  Garage, 
Crabble  Hill. 

3.  Mortuary  Service: 

The  mortuary  service  was  operated  as  in  previous  years  and, 
during  1948,  seventeen  bodies  were  dealt  with. 

Bodies  removed  from  own  residence  9 

Bodies  removed  from  Hospital  3 

Bodies  removed  from  streets,  etc.  3 

Bodies  removed  from  boats  i 

Bodies  removed  from  sea  1 

4.  Nursing  in  the  Home: 

Until  the  5th  July,  the  Town  Nursing  Association  (re-organised 
in  affiliation  with  the  Kent  County  Association  and  the  Queens 
Institute  for*District  Nursing)  carried  on  this  work  in  the  Borough. 
On  that  date,  the  Kent  County  Council  became  the  administrative 
authority  for  this  service. 
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5.  Treatment  of  Scabies: 

Very  few  cases  of  scabies  were  referred  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment during  the  year  for  treatment  which  could  not  be  provided  in 
the  home.  The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  which  extended  the  power 
of  the  Local  Authority  to  exercise  control  over  the  disease  ceased 
to  operate  after  31st  December,  1947. 

6.  Public  Baths  : 

The  former  swimming  and  slipper  baths  in  the  town  were 
destroyed  by  enemy  action  during  the  war.  Accommodation  has 
now  been  provided  comprising  seven  slipper  baths  and  four  showers, 
available  for  men  on  three  days  and  one  half  day  per  week,  and  for 
women  on  two  full  days  per  week. 

The  attendances  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949,  were 
9631. 


7.  Hospital  Facilities: 

The  town  is  served  by  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital  and  the 
Buckland  Hospital,  Dover,  for  general  and  maternity  cases.  Cases 
of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dover. 

All  are  now  under  the  administration  of  the  South  East  Metro- 
politan Regional  Hospital  Board. 

8.  Nursing  Homes  Registration — Public  Health  Act,  1936: 
There  were  no  nursing  homes  registered  in  the  town. 


9.  Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres: 

The  following  specialist  and  consultant  services  are  provided 
by  the  Kent  County  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority,  or 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


(d)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 


(i) 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  :— 

Brook  House  Clinic  Tuesday,  10.30  a.m. 

and  2.30  p.m. 
Thursday,  2.30  p.m. 
River  Clinic  Thursday,  9.30  a.m. 


Child  Welfare: — 

Brook  House  Clinic  Monday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Wednesday,  2— 4 p.m. 
River  Clinic^  Wednesday,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Dental : See  under  School  Health  Service. 
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(Z))  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination : 

Brook  House  Clinic  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 

River  Clinic  Thursday,  3 p.m. 

(c)  School  Health  Service: 

(i)  Minor  Ailments: — 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  Monday  and 

Wednesday,  10  a.m. 

(ii)  Dental : — 

Astor  Dental  Clinic  . Daily 

(Note  : For  treatment  of  children  in  attendance  at  maintained  schools,  expect- 
ant and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school  age). 

(ii  i)  Ophthalmic : — 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  By  Appointment 

(iv)  Diseases  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat: 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  By  Appointment 

(v)  Orthopaedic: — 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  By  Appointment 

(d)  Venereal  Diseases: 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital  Male  & Female:  Monday  8 p.m. 

Male  & Female : Thursday  4 p.m. 

(^)  Tuberculosis: 

Chest  Clinic,  9 Eastbrook  Place  Wednesday,  9.30  a.m. 

and  1.30  p.m. 
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SECTION  C— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply: 

The  Borough  is  supplied  by  two  undertakings,  namely,  the 
Corporation  Waterworks  and  the  East  Kent  District  Water  Com- 
pany. Both  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  are  sufficient  for  the 
town’s  needs. 

Fifteen  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  not  connected  with 
the  public  mains;  of  these,  eight  have  well  water  (from  two  wells) 
and  seven  have  rain  water  tanks. 

Twenty  four  samples  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  the  public 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination;  all  were  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  one  sample  which  was  reported  as  follows : 

“ B Coli  (pres.)  present  in  100  c.c’s. — absent  in  80  c.c’s. 
— not  typical  B.  Coli  and  no  evidence  of  recent  faecal 
contamination.” 


Twenty  samples  were  also  submitted  from  the  Corporation 
Pumping  Station  for  bacteriological  examination;  of  these  six  were 
reported  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  cause  being  attributed  to  works 
of  maintenance  and  to  engine  trouble  at  the  station.  Additional 
precautions  were  taken  by  increasing  the  dosage  of  chlorine. 


By  arrangement  with  the  East  Kent  District  Water  Company, 
copies  of  reports  on  the  periodical  bacteriological  examination  of 
the  Company’s  water  at  the  source  of  supply  were  received;  these 
reports  were  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a typical  report  on  the  chemical  examination 


of  the  Corporation’s  water  supply 

Description  or  number  of  Sample 

Appearance 

Colour 

Smell 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 
Hardness  before  boiling  (total) 
Hardness  after  boiling  (Permanent) 
Total  solid  matter 
Microscopical  Examination  of 
Deposit 

Metallic  Impregnation  (Copper, 
Lead,  Zinc) 


From  Public  Supply — 23.10.48. 
Clear 

Green-blue 

Normal 

1.54 

None 

0.35 

Trace  only 
0.0014 
Trace  only 
0.012 

17.9 

3.9 
24.36 

Slight  and  unimportant 
None 
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Remarks. 

The  above  results  are  generally  satisfactory  and  indicate  water 
organically  pure  and  free  from  sewage  percolation.  The  Micro- 
scopical Examination  calls  for  no  adverse  remarks. 

(sgd.)  Ernest  M.  Hawkins, 

* Public  Analyst 

Drainage  and  Sewerage: 

The  main  sewerage  system  discharges  into  the  sea,  as  described 
in  the  1930  survey  report;  no  extensions  of  the  system  were  effected 
within  the  Borough  during  the  year  although  a number  were  made 
on  housing  sites  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 

With  the  following  exceptions,  all  houses  are  connected  to  main 
sewers : — 

52  dwelling-houses  with  water  closets  connected  to 
cesspools. 

30  dwelling-houses  with  pail  closets. 

Public  Cleansing: 

The  removal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
the  Borough  Engineer’s  Department.  Disposal  is  by  controlled 
tipping  at  the  Coombe  Refuse  Dump. 

Disposal  of  builder’s  rubbish  and  other  inoffensive  waste 
products  is  by  tipping  at  Elms  Vale. 

Sanitary  Inspection: 

Statistics  relating  to  Inspections,  the  Service  of  Notices  and 
Abatement  of  Nuisances: 

Returns  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector: — 

{a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  during  the  Year: 


Nature 

Inspections  and  Visits 

Dwelling  houses 

. . 7635 

Bakehouses  . . 

115 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

54 

Places  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared 

. . 1448 

Shops  Act 

54 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

. . 284 

Premises  where  animals  are  kept  . . 

27 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

1 

Public  Institutions  . . 

29 

Infectious  Diseases  . . 

..  116 

Factories 

139 

Slaughterhouses 

49 

Workplaces 

2 

Other  matters 

..  867 

10820 
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(b)  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year: 

Informal  notices 635 

Statutory  notices  . . . . . . . . 142 


777 


(c)  Result  of  Service  of  Notices: 

Notices  actually  served  during  1948  , . 777 

Notices  standing  over  from  1947  . . . . 211 


988 

Total  notices  complied  with  . . . . 707 

Informal  and  Statutory  notices  cancelled 

by  subsequent  alternative  action  . . 115 

Notices  standing  over  at  end  of  1948  . . 166 


988 


(d)  Conditions  Remedied  : 

Defective  drainage  . . . . , . 172 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  ..  ..  110 

Structural  disrepair : Roof  ..  ..  153 

Floors  . . . . 160 

Walls  & ceilings  ..  160 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . . . . . 45 

Want  of  ventilation. . ..  ..  ..  7 

Defective  sanitary  fittings  . . . . 25 

Dampness  . . . . . . . . . . I6I 

Defective  paving  . . . . . . . . 65 

Offensive  accumulations  . . . . . . 14 

Improper  keeping  of  animals  . . . . 5 

Dangerous  structures  . . . . . . 14 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . _ 42 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . _ I66 


1299 

Atmospheric  Pollution  : 

Smoke  Abatement: 

One  instance  of  excessive  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a 
factory  chimney  was  reported  during  the  year.  The  premises 
concerned  were  those  of  a local  saw  mill,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
nuisance  was  caused  by  improper  firing,  and  the  use  of  wood  chips 
as  fuel.  Notification  to  the  owners  resulted  in  immediate  im- 
provement, and  no  further  nuisance  was  reported  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year. 

The  smoke  nuisance  in  connection  with  the  local  paper  mill, 
which  was  recorded  in  the  1947  report,  was  not  in  evidence  during 

the  year,  the  improvement  noted  in  that  report  having  been  main- 
tained. ^ 


16 


Offensive  Trades: 

Premises  registered  for  the  purpose  of  Offensive  Trades  were: — 
Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  . , . . . . 3 

These  premises  were  kept  under  observation  during  the  year 
and  no  nuisances  were  detected. 

Common  Lodging  Houses: 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough. 
Shops  Act,  1934: 

54  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  ventilation  , 
temperature  and  sanitary  accommodation.  One  formal  notice  under 
Section  10  (2)  of  the  Act  was  served  in  respect  of  unsuitable  sanitary 
conveniences;  this  and  one  informal  notice  under  the  Act  regarding 
defective  sanitary  accommodation  were  satisfactorily  complied 
with. 

Disinfestation  : 

(i)  Council  houses  disinfested  ..  ..  14 

Total  number  of  treatments  . . . . 14 

(ii)  Other  premises  and  houses  disinfested  . . 55 

Total  number  of  treatments  . . . . 73 

Movable  Dwellings — Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

One  licence  was  in  force  under  the  above  Section  of  the  Act 
authorising  the  use  of  land  within  the  Borough  as  a site  for  movable 
dwellings. 

One  application  for  a licence  to  site  and  occupy  a caravan 
on  land  within  the  Borough  was  recommended  for  refusal  on  the 
following  grounds: — 

“ Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  means  for  the 
provision  of  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommo- 
dation.” 

Factories  Act,  1937: 

(/)  Registered  Factories : 

With  mechanical  power  . . . . . . 118 

Without  mechanical  power  . . . . 91 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
' forced  by  the  Local  Authority  . . 3 


212 
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There  were  36  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  of  which  nineteen 
were  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  seventeen  without 
mechanical  power.  One  was  a basement  bakehouse  with  a certi- 
ficate of  suitability  under  Section  54  of  the  Act;  this  bakehouse 
was  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  as  being  unsuitable  for  con- 
tinuance in  use  as  a bakehouse  and  notice  was  served  on  the  occupier 
in  pursuance  of  Section  54  (2)  of  the  Act  that  the  certificate  of 
suitability  will  cease  to  have  effect  as  from  the  30th  November, 
1949. 


(ii)  Inspections: 


Premises  Inspections 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  99 
Factories  without  mechanical  power  1 52 
Other  premises  . 3 


No.  of 
written 
notices 

13 

20 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 


Total  254  33* 


^Including  two  statutory  notices. 


(i i i ) Defects  Found : 


Particulars  Found 

(1)  (2) 

Want  of  cleanliness  25 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

Other  Offences  12 


Number  of 

Number  of  Defects  cases  in 
Remedied  Referred  which 

to  by  Prosecutions 

H.M.  Inspector  were  insti- 
tuted 

(3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

25  ~ 2 — . 

3 — — _ 

8 — — _ 


Total  40  36  — 2 


Rodent  Control  : 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919: 

Occupiers  of  dwellings  and  other  premises  are  encouraged  to 
carry  out  their  obligations  under  the  Act,  in  the  destruction  of 
rodents,  and  the  prevention  of  infestations,  though  in  all  cases  of 
proved  infestations  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  re- 
pressive measures  were  undertaken  by  the  rodent  operator,  whose 
services  are  employed  as  a routine. 
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Complaints  and  Conditions  Found: 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year: — 118. 

Rats  Mice 

Major  Minor  Major  Minor  Total 

Infestations  found  6 58  3 36  103 

Infestations  found  as  a result  of 
independent  investigation  by 

the  Department  5 23  Nil  5 33 

All  infestations  found  at  private  dwellings  were  of  a minor 
character.  The  major  infestations  were  found  at  business  premises 
and  other  sites. 

One  major  infestation  of  note  was  found  at  Dover  Castle, 
where  a cookhouse  was  seriously  infested  with  rats.  At  the  request 
of  the  War  Department,  treatment  was  carried  out,  and  the  premises 
cleared.  It  is  estimated  that  some  400  rodents  were  destroyed. 

The  Corporation  tips  at  Elms  Vale  and  Coombe  were  kept 
under  observation  and  treated  regularly  throughout  the  year.  For 
the  most  part  infestation  of  the  sites  was  of  a minor  degree. 

From  the  1st  April  in  accordance  with  Circular  19  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Local  Authority  adopted 
a charge  for  treatment  of  infestations  at  commercial  and  industrial 
premises.  The  charge  was  an  inclusive  one  of  2/6d.  per  hour,  and 
from  the  ready  response  with  requests  for  this  service,  the  scheme 
seemed  to  meet  with  general  satisfaction. 


Sewer  Rodent  Control: 

The  scheme  sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  for  the  regular  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  during 
the  year  and  the  following  is  an  abbreviated  summary  of  the  results 
obtained  including  for  comparative  purposes  the  results  obtained 
in  1947:— 


Man- 

Pre- 

Poisoned Bodies 

Est.  No. 

Percentage 

1947 

holes 

Baited 

bait 

takes 

Bait 

takes 

Reevd. 

Rodents  of  manholes 
destroyed  infested 

Initial : 

Stage  I 

464 

296 

292 

62 

3207 

63.8 

Stage  II 

464 

76 

66 

— 

319 

16.4 

No.  1 Main  (47/48) 

464 

101 

97 

17 

625 

21.8 

1948 

No.  2 Main  (47/48) 

*146 

87 

71 

13 

240 

59.6* 

No.  1 Main  (48/49) 

458 

1 16 

104 

26 

365 

25.3 

*Only  those  parts  of  the  town  sewers  known  to  be 

infested  were  treated. 

Although  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  infestation  is  still 
comparatively  widespread  in  the  older  parts  of  the  town,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  sewer  treatments  to  date  have  greatly  reduced 
the  rat  population  as  a whole. 
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SECTION  D— HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses: 

A.  (i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 

(Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts)  . . . . 1838 

tii)  Total  number  of  inspections  in  relation  thereto . . 3615 

(iii)  Number  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habi- 

tation   374 

(iv)  Number  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  29 

0 

B.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  by 

informal  action  . . . . . . . . 339 

C.  Statutory  action  under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts : 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Statu- 

tory notices  were  served: — 

(a)  Under  Public  Health  Act  . . . . 85 

(b)  Under  Housing  Act  . . . . 9 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year 

in  consequence  of  Statutory  action  . . 91 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: — . . . . . . 6 

viz.  Camden  Cottage,  Athol  Terrace — vacated,  not 
yet  demolished. 

8,  Queen  Street — still  occupied 

4,  Durham  Hill — still  occupied 

5,  Durham  Hill — still  occupied 

5,  Council  House  Street — still  occupied 
45a,  George  Street — still  occupied 

The  three  following  properties,  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  during  and  were  outstanding  from  1947,  were 
demolished  during  the  year. 

1,  New  Cottages,  Finnis  Hill 

2,  New  Cottages,  Finnis  Hill 
20,  Chapel  Hill 

(iv)  Number  of  “ Closing  Orders  ” as  to  Part  of 

Building  made  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . . . . . 4 

viz. : 

Basement,  7,  Cambridge  Terrace 

Attic  Rooms,  23,  Castle  Street 

Dwelling  on  first  floor  level,  142,  Union  Road 

Basement  Room,  6,  Eastbrook  Place 
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2.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  iv,  Overcrowding: 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  accurately  the  number  of  dwelling 
houses  which  were  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  or  the  number 
of  families  concerned.  It  is  certain  however  that  the  number  was 
large,  and  in  many  cases  there  was  overcrowding  in  serious  degree. 
During  the  year  it  was  not  uncommon  to  find  3 or  4 families,  mostly 
related,  trying  to  exist  in  a single  dwelling  barely  capable  of  housing 
one  family  of  average  size. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year  was  33  and  these,  in  addition  to  many  others  already 
known  to  the  Department,  were  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible  by 
co-operation  with  the  Housing  Department.  It  is  probable  that 
with  the  advancing  age  of  children,  and  with  additions  to  the 
families,  the  position  will  be  even  more  acute  until  such  time 
* as  a sufficient  number  of  new  houses  becomes  available,  especially 
houses  which  are  within  the  means  of  families  in  the  lowest  income 
group. 


3.  Houses  Completed  during  1948: 


I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  : 


New  Permanent  Houses 
completed  by  Local  Authority 
New  Permanent  Houses 
completed  by  Private  Enterprise 
Rebuilt  War  Destroyed  “ Flat  ” Houses 
Aluminium  Temporary  Houses 
Houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1948 
type  and  65  3-bedroom  type. 


82  3-bedroom  type 
8 4-bedroom  type 
1 3-bedroom  type 
4 2-bedroom  type 
10  3-bedroom  type 
60  2-bedroom  type 
were  71  2-bedroom 


4.  Rehousing: 

During  the  year,  56  recommendations  were  made  by  this 
Department  to  the  Housing  Department  for  rehousing  on  grounds 
of  ill  health,  overcrowding,  or  both. 
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SECTION  E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 

(1)  Milk  Supply: 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926-1943:  Registrations: 
Farms  and  other  premises  used  as  dairies  . . 12 

Producers  of  Milk  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Purveyors  whose  premises  are  within  the  Borough  10 
Purveyors  whose  premises  are  outside  the  Borough  1 3 

{b)  Milk  {Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946: 

Licences  in  force  locally  under  the  above  Regulations  were  as 
follows : — 


Accredited 


Pasteurised 


Tuberculin  Tested  Two  dealers  licensed  to  bottle  this  milk  and 

retail  within  the  Borough. 

Two  producers  licensed  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil to  use  the  designation  in  relation  to  the 
sale  of  milk  produced  at  their  premises 
within  the  Borough. 

Two  dealers  in  the  Borough  licensed  to  use 
the  term  “ Pasteurised  ” for  milk  treated  by 
the  Holder  process  at  their  local  depots  and 
to  purvey  this  milk  in  original  sealed  bottles. 

Pasteurised  and  One  dealer  from  outside  the  Borough  granted 

Tuberculin  Tested  supplementary  licences  to  use  these  designa- 

[Pasteurised]  tions  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  milk  within  the 

Borough,  the  principal  licences  having  been 
issued  by  the  Borough  of  Folkestone. 

(c)  Milk  Sampling: 

(i)  Pasteurised  Milk: 

51  samples  were  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue  test  and  51 
samples  to  the  phosphatase  test  during  the  year.  All  samples 
satisfied  the  methylene  blue  test  but  4 failed  to  pass  the  phosphatase 
test;  the  producers  were  warned  in  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory.  In  addition 
14  samples  were  submitted  from  the  holder  of  the  supplementary 
licence  and  1 failed  the  methylene  blue  test. 

(ii)  Accredited  Milk: 

Of  1 1 samples  taken  on  behalf  of  the  County  Authority,  two 
failed  to  conform  to  the  prescribed  standards. 

(iii)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  {Bottled): 

30  samples  were  taken  and  6 failed  to  comply  with  the  prescribed 
standards. 

(iv)  Tuberculin  Tested  {Pasteurised)  Milk: 

1 samples  were  taken  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

{d)  Public  Health  {Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923,  1927  & 1943 

Two  samples  were  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the 
year.  Both  were  found  to  be  free  from  preservative  and  to  conform 
to  the  standards  fixed  for  milk  fat  and  total  milk  solids,  and  were 
correctly  labelled. 
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(2)  Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

(a)  Public  Health  {Meat)  Regulations:  Government  Control  of 

Slaughtering: 

The  slaughtering  for  the  Borough  and  adjoining  Districts  is 
carried  on  at  the  Hythe  Municipal  Abattoir.  In  accordance  with 
arrangements  made  in  November,  1945,  and  at  the  invitation  of 
the  Area  Technical  Adviser  on  Meat  Inspection,  regular  once-weekly 
attendances  at  the  Abattoir  were  made  by  the  Borough’s  Meat 
Inspectors. 

(i)  Carcases  inspected  during  the  year: 

Bovine  Calves  Pigs  Sheep  Total  Number 

Inspected  Sound 

620  631  129  1420  2800  2310 

(ii)  Condemnations: 

Cattle:  Pigs:  Sheep 

Carcases  Quarters  Olfal  Carcases  Offal  Carcases  Offal 

8 3 272  3 6 12  186 

(b)  Transport  of  Meat  to  Retailers  in  the  Borough: 

Observations  kept  on  the  vehicles  used  for  the  deliveries  of 

meat  to  local  retailers  resulted  in  representations  being  made  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food  in  respect  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  method 
of  transporting  and  handling  of  the  meat. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  report  received  from  the 
Sanitary  Inspector:  “There  were  several  fore-  and  hind-quarters 
of  beef  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  vehicle  together  with  beef  heads, 
sets  of  lungs,  spleens,  etc.,  there  was  no  covering  of  any  kind  on 
the  floor,  which  was  in  a filthy  condition,  and  the  quarters  of  beef 
were  smeared  with  blood  from  the  offal.” 

Too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid  upon  the  need  for  care  in 
handling  and  transport  of  our  meat  supplies  since  such  careless- 
ness, as  described  in  the  above  report,  not  only  carries  the  risk  of 
dangerous  contamination,  but  it  is  liable,  particularly  in  the  warmer 
weather  and  especially  in  the  case  of  heavy  hind-quarters  of  beef, 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  meat  decomposing  and,  therefore,  having  to 
be  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  as  has  happened 
in  the  past  in  this  Borough. 

Since  the  representations  to  the  Ministry,  considerable  improve- 
ment has  resulted. 

(c)  Other  Pood : 

Articles  in  shops,  etc.,  condemned  in  consequence  of  decom- 


position,  or  contamination: 

tons 

cwts. 

qtrs. 

lbs. 

All  meat  and  offal 

. . — 

6 

3 

18 

Fish 

3 

10 

1 

17i 

Tinned  and"  other  Foods 

4 

19 

3 

111 

Total 

..  8 

17 

0 

19 
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(3)  Fish  Frying  Establishments: 

There  were  16  such  establishments  within  the  Borough  which 
were  regularly  inspected.  During  the  year,  54  inspections  were 
made;  three  informal  notices  were  served  and  one  such  notice 
was  complied  with. 

(4)  Food  Premises:  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

1448  inspections  were  made  of  such  premises;  1 formal  notice 
and  14  informal  notices  were  served  under  the  Act;  14  notices 
being  complied  with. 

(5)  Registrations — Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

{a)  Section  14: 

For  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  . . . . . . 33 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-cream  12 
For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  pre- 
served food  . . . . . . . . 54 

(b)  Section  28: 

In  respect  of  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 

Artificial  Cream  . . . . . . 1 

(6)  Food  Sampling:  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

126  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  as 
follows: — 

Milk  56 

Sausage  meat  . . . . . . . . 20 

Ice  cream  . . . . . . . . , . 14 

Pickled  Onions  . . . . . . . . 3 

Cooking  Fat  . . . . . . . . 2 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Corned  Beef  . . . . . . . . 2 

Condensed  Milk,  Machine  Skimmed  . . 2 

Coffee  and  Chicory  . . . . . . 2 

Pepper  . . . . u . . . . . 2 

Ground  Ginger  . . . . . . . . 2 

Tinned  Spinach  . . . . . . . . 2 

Tinned  Lamb  Tongue  . . . . . . -1 

Butter  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Margarine  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Fish  Paste  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Meat  and  Tomato  Paste  . . . . . . 1 

Gin  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Ice  cream  shake  . . . . . . . , 1 

Condensed  Milk,  full  cream  . . . . 1 

Coffee  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Cheese  ....  , . . . . . 1 
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Olive  Oil  1 

Tea  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Malt  Vinegar  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rum  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Pickled  Gherkins  . . . . . . . . 1 

Matte  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Doughnuts  . . . . . . . . 1 


Total  . . . . 126 


In  addition  4 “ appeal  to  cow  ” samples  were  submitted  on 
behalf  of  this  Authority  by  the  County  Authority  from  farm,  pre- 
mises outside  the  Borough. 


Report  on  Administrative  Action  Taken: 

(1)  The  percentage  of  Fat  and  Non-fatty  Solids  of  the  genuine 
samples  of  Milk  averaged  3.52  and  8.85  respectively,  as  compared 
with  3.62  and  8.76  of  the  genuine  samples  submitted  during  1947. 

(2)  The  Tinned  Lamb  Tongue  was  taken  from  a consignment 
of  48  tins  which  all  showed  marked  evidence  of  severe  rusting  on 
the  external  surfaces.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  con- 
tents were  in  good  condition,  and,  in  his  opinion,  perfectly  safe 
for  immediate  consumption.  Since  the  contents  were  to  be  used 
for  sandwich  filling,  he  further  recommended  that,  with  regard  to 
the  remainder  of  the  consignment,  the  tins  should  be  inspected 
individually  for  signs  of  deterioration.  Daily  inspections  were 
made  as  the  tins  were  opened  for  use,  and,  as  a result,  seventeen 
were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  Three  informal  samples  of  Sausagemeat  were  reported  as 
having  low  meat  content.  A check  sample  in  each  case  proved 
satisfactory. 

(4)  One  sample  of  Beef  Sausagemeat  was  reported  as  having 
an  approximate  meat  content  of  38%;  the  vendor,  in  this  instance, 
was  cautioned. 

(5)  Two  informal  samples  of  Australian  Corned  Beef  were 
submitted  in  open  tins  of  12-oz.  size.  The  Public  Analyst’s  report 
stated  that  the  meat  of  both  samples  contained  slivers  of  metal 
which,  on  analysis,  were  found  to  consist  of  solder  which  contains 
much  lead;  it  further  stated  that  such  meat  must  be  considered  unfit 
for  human  consumption,  both  on  account  of  the  risk  of  mechanical 
injury  to  the  alimentary  canal  and  of  chronic  lead  poisoning.  Con- 
sequently, all  restaurants  and  butchers’  shops  in  the  town  were 
visited  and  their  stocks  of  Corned  Beef  inspected.  Where  this 
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particular  brand  of  the  article  was  found,  warning  was  given  that 
before  being  used  or  sold,  prior  notification  must  be  given  to  the 
Health  Department.  The  stocks  were  found  to  be  very  small  and 
the  tins,  on  being  opened,  were  carefully  scrutinised  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspectors  for  the  detection  of  any  evidence  of  the  metal  slivers 
in  the  meat.  Tins  of  meat  so  affected  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

(6)  A further  sample  of  Sausagemeat  was  found  to  contain 
only  approximately  37  % of  meat  but,  owing  to  a technical  defect 
in  the  method  of  sampling,  legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted. 

(7)  In  respect  of  a further  sample  of  Beef  Sausagemeat,  the 
Public  Analyst  reported  that  its  approximate  meat  content  was 
41  %,  stating  that  it  was  badly  prepared  and  contained  at  the  most 
2 % of  Fat,  the  lean  meat  consisting  largely  of  gristle.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  against  the  vendor  who  was  fined  £5.  Os.Od. 
and  ordered  to  pay  £2.  2s.  Od.  costs. 

(8)  One  sample  of  Malt  Vinegar,  two  of  Pickled  Onions,  and 
one  of  Pickled  Gherkins  were  submitted.  These  articles,  all  of 
the  same  brand  of  manufacture,  were  the  subject  of  a complaint 
to  this  Department.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  the  Malt 
Vinegar  contained  below  the  limit  of  4%  of  Acetic  Acid,  contained 
rnuch  “ mother  ” and  fungus  and  was  slowly  decomposing.  The 
Pickles  were  all  in  containers  that  were  corroding,  the  solid  contents 
were  disintegrating,  were  very  soft,  had  little  taste  and  were  old 
stock.  The  remaining  stocks  of  these  articles  in  the  town  were 
examined  and  quantities  of  each  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

(9)  One  informal  sample  of  milk,  submitted  in  consequence  of 
a complaint  from  the  purchaser,  was  reported  as  deficient  in  fat  to 
the  extent  of  18.3%;  two  subsequent  formal  samples  proved  satis- 
factory. 

(10)  Two  samples  of  milk  were  reported  as  being  deficient  in 
fat  to  the  extent  of  14.6%  and  10%  respectively;  the  vendors  of 
the  samples  were  cautioned.  Four  informal  samples  of  the  milk  in 
course  of  delivery  from  the  producers,  were  subsequently  taken 
and  of  these,  two  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
of  15%  and  17%  respectively;  four  formal  samples  were  subse- 
quently submitted,  and  of  these,  two  were  reported  to  be  deficient 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  3 % and  7 %.  Four  “ appeal  to  cow  ” samples 
taken  from  the  producer’s  premises  were  submitted  on  behalf  of 
this  Authority  by  the  County  Authority;  of  these,  one  was  re- 
ported as  being  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  3%;  the  producer 
was  cautioned. 

(1 1)  One  informal  sample  and  one  formal  sample  of  ice  cream 
were  reported  as  containing  saccharin;  the  facts  were  reported  to 
the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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(12)  Two  tins  of  Spinach  were  submitted  informally  from  the 
stocks  of  a local  Hospital  on  receipt  of  a complaint  from  the 
Hospital  Dietitian.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  both  tins 
showed  severe  corrosion  of  the  tinned  surface  of  the  interior,  the 
contents  of  one,  containing  160  parts  per  million  of  tin,  and  the 
contents  of  the  second  270  parts  per  million  of  tin.  The  remainder 
of  the  stock,  comprising  37  tins,  was  surrendered. 

(13)  One  informal  sample  of  milk  was  submitted  in  consequence 
of  a complaint  from  the  purchaser.  This  was  reported  as  con- 
taining 42%  added  water.  A formal  sample  was  taken  at  the  first 
opportunity,  in  course  of  delivery  to  the ‘purchaser  (at  approximately 
8 p.m.):  the  sample  was  reported  as  containing  46%  added  water. 
Legal  proceedings  were  however  not  possible  since  an  attache  case, 
containing  the  third  portion  of  the  sample  was  stolen  from  the 
Inspector’s  residence  during  the  night.  The  milk  roundsman,  who 
was  also  the  son  and  employee  of  the  retailer,  was  however  charged 
with  obstruction,  in  that,  on  the  night  the  sample  was  taken,  he 
refused  the  Inspector  permission  to  examine  two  cans  that  he  was 
carrying  on  his  bicycle;  and  after  police  investigations,  he  was 
further  charged  with  stealing  the  third  portion  of  the  sample  from 
the  Inspector’s  house;  the  defendant  pleaded  guilty  to  both  charges, 
and  in  respect  of  the  first  was  fined  £3.  Os.  Od.  and  ordered  to  pay 
£2.  2s.  Od.  costs  and  in  respect  of  the  second  was  bound  over  for 
12  months.  The  retailer  has  since  ceased  to  retail  milk  within  the 
Borough,  and  her  licence  to  do  so  has  been  withdrawn. 

(14)  One  informal  sample  of  Cooking  Fat  was  reported  upon 
as  follows:  “ Acid  Value  4.4.  Of  objectionable  appearance,  odour 
and  flavour,  containing  considerable  amount  of  charred  non-fatty 
material:  not  fit  for  sale  and  suitable  only  for  soap  making.”  The 
remainder  of  the  stock  was  diverted  to  trade  channels  for  soap 
manufacture. 

(15)  One  formal  sample  of  Doughnuts  was  submitted  for 
investigation  of  the  quality  of  the  oil  used  in  cooking.  The  Public 
Analyst  reported  that  the  oil  had  a very  objectionable  taste  and 
smell:  the  methods  of  manufacture  of  the  doughnuts  were  investi- 
gated, and  the  oil  in  question  withdrawn  from  use. 

(7)  Ice  Cream: 

Careful  supervision  over  the  conditions  of  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ice  cream  was  maintained  during  the  yean  Regular  sampling 
was  carried  out,  and  close  attention  paid  to  those  cases  in  which 
results  were  unsatisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test 
was  70. 

Results  Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 
22  16  13  19 
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The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  which 
provide  for  the  heat  treatment  of  ice  cream,  except  when  made 
from  a complete  cold  mix.  came  into  force  on  May  1st.  The 
temperatures  specified  are  intended  to  kill  off  any  pathogenic 
organisms,  and  the  requirements  generally  should  prove  a useful 
addition  towards  ensuring  the  safety  of  this  product  when  manu- 
factured for  sale.  Full  application  of  the  regulations  however  was 
not  possible  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  equipment, 
and  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Amendment  Regulations, 
1948,  were  introduced  to  assist  manufacturers  by  extending  for 
one  year  the  period  during  which  latitude  would  be  shown  in 
certain  cases  of  failure  to  comply  with  the  order. 

(8)  Food  Poisoning: 

No  notifications  of  Food  Poisoning  were  received  during  the 

year. 
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SECTION  F— PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  NOTIFIED 

IN  1948  BY  AGE  GROUPS 


Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

c/5 

00 

g 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

Polioencephalitis 

Dysentery 

Undulant  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Age  Unknown 

4 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

1 

7 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 2 years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

28 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 — 3 years 

— 

1 

4 

— 

17 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 — 4 years 

— 

4 

2 

— 

6 

44 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 — 5 years 

— 

3 

2 

— 

7 

63 

— 

— 

— 



5 — 10  years 

— 

17 

4 

— 

26 

228 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  years 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 



1 5 — 20  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 35  years 

2 

— 

5 

2 

■ — • 

1 



— 

1 

— 

35 — 45  years 

— • 

— 

3 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 65  years 

— 

— 

3 

7 

1 

65  years  and  upwards 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

Total 

3 

31 

34 

11 

94 

423 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 

3 

22 

2 

4 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES 


Disease 

Barton 

Castle 

Houg- 

ham 

Town 

and 

Pier 

River 

St. 

Bart’s. 

Total 

Cases 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 



1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

9 

1 

9 

9 

31 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

15 

3 

8 

5 

34 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

4 

— 

2 

— 

11 

WhoopingCough 

6 

7 

26 

7 

30 

18 

94 

Measles 

66 

35 

127 

20 

109 

66 

423 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Undulant  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 





1 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever" 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

601 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  Relation  to  Season  (shown  thus ) 

Relative  figures  for  1947  are  shown  by  the  broken  line. 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED,  1946,  1947  and  1948 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

1946 

Cases 

Notified 

1947 

Cases 

Notified 

1948 

+ or  — 
(1947-48) 

Diphtheria 

8 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

14 

31 

+ 17 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

1 

— 

- 1 

Malaria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

30 

47 

34 

- 13 

Erysipelas 

13 

12 

11 

- 1 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

63 

94 

+ 31 

Measles 

356 

128 

423 

+295 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

- 1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

5 

1 

- 4 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Undulant  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

~f~  1 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

— 

— 

1 

+ 1 

Totals 

473 

274 

601 

+ 327 

Disinfection  : 

During  the  year,  133  rooms  were  disinfected  in  connection 
with  infectious  diseases  including  tuberculosis. 

83  Library  books,  which  had  been  exposed  to  infection,  were 
disinfected. 

Bedding  and  clothing  were  removed,  as  necessary,  to  the  local 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  for  steam  disinfection. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 

The  scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  the  child  population  was 
continued  throughout  the  year  though  its  administration  passed  to 
the  Kent  County  Council  on  the  5th  July.  Sessions  were  held  at 
the  Brook  House  and  River  Clinics  and  the  prophylactics  used  were 
alum  precipitated  toxoid  (A.P.T.)  and  toxoid-antitoxin  floccules 
(T.A.F.). 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Council  a special  publicity  campaign  was  conducted  and  arrange- 
ments made  for  immunisation  to  be  carried  out  at  the  clinics,  the 
schools  and  by  general  medical  practitioners. 

The  total  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was 

661. 

In  addition  36  single  reinforcing  injections  were  given  to 
children  of  school  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  persons,  in  age 
groups,  known  to  have  received  a primary  course  of  injections 
since  mass  immunisation  began  in  the  Borough. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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VACCINATION 


By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  following 
information  has  been  furnished  in  regard  to  the  vaccinations 
against  smallpox  recorded  in  Dover  since  the  5th  July,  1948. 


Age  Groups 

Under  \ year  1 — A years  5 — \4  years  \S  and  over 

no  11  15  35 

TUBERCULOSIS 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  on  Register 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

*• 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

{a)  Number  of  Cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  Register  as  at  1st 
January,  1948 

120 

94 

20 

15 

(b)  Number  of  Cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of  1930 
for  first  time  during  year 

34 

20 

7 

8 

(c)  Restored  to  Register 

1 

4 

— 

— 

(d)  Added  to  Register  other- 
wise than  by  formal  notifi- 
cation 

3 

5 

2 

2 

{e)  Cases  removed  from  Regis- 
ter during  year,  including 
recoveries  or  deaths  (exclud- 
ing deaths  of  unnotified 
cases) 

25 

16 

4 

4 

( f)  Cases  on  Register  at  end  of 
1948 

133 

107 

25 

21 

During  the  year  there  were  2 deaths  of  unnotified  cases  in  the 

Borough. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1948 


New  Cases 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0- 

1- 

2 

3 

1 

— 

5- 

4 

— 

1 

7 

15- 

2 

10 

3 

% 

25- 

9 

4 

2 

1 

35- 

12 

1 

— 



45- 

2 

I 

55- 

2 

_ 

— 



65  + 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

34 

20 

7 

8 

ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  IN  1948  OF  CASES  ON  TUBERCULOSIS 

REGISTER 


All 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0- 

1- 

< 

1 

— 

_ 

J — 

15- 

5 

. 

z 

z 

25- 

2 

6 

_ 

— 

35- 

1 

— 

_ 



45- 

3 

2 

55- 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

65  + 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

9 

— 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925: 

No  action  was  necessary  in  1948  in  regard  to  any  tuberculous 
person  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Section  172. 

No  action  was  necessary  with  regard  to  the  compulsory  removal 
of  tuberculosis  patients  to  hospital  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  G— METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS 

The  following  information  regarding  Meteorological  conditions 
at  Dover  during  1948  has  been  furnished  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Average  Temperature  . . . . , . Max.  57° 


Mean  Range  

Total  Rainfall 

No.  of  Rain  Days  . . 

Sea  Temperatures  . . 

Min.  47° 

..  10° 

. . 23.38  inches 

..  134 

. . 54°  May 

57°  June 

60°  July 

63°  August 

62°  Septemb’r 

59°  October 

No  record  of  the  hours  of  sunshine  can  be  given  owing  to  the 
theft  of  the  Sunshine  Recorder. 
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DOVER  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


AMMUAl  REPORT 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


C.  F.  LYNCH,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Health  Department, 

Brook  House, 

Dover. 

To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  CoiincUJors  of  the  Borough  of  Dover,  acting  as  the 
Port  Health  Authority  of  the  Port  of  Dover. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  Port  during  the  year  1948. 

The  report  has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Memorandum 
302/S. A.  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  a section  on  the  Medical  Inspection 
of  Aliens  is  appended. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  record  the  continued  absence  of  any  of  the  Convention 
Diseases  in  ships  arriving  at  the  Port.  Extra  vigilance  was  required  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year  owing  to  the  presence  of  cholera  in  Egypt  and  suspect 
cases  having  been  reported  in  Italy,  though  these  were  never  officially  con- 
firmed. 


Another  important  matter  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority  was  the  hygiene  of  ships  and  conditions  affecting  the  health  of 
crews.  Of  the  shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year,  a somewhat  higher 
proportion  of  sanitary  defects  was  reported  among  British  ships  than  among 
ships  of  other  nations.  There  was  however,  a considerable  improvement  in 
this  respect  as  compared  with  previous  years.  To  see  that  such  defects  are 
remedied  is  not  always  a simple  matter  because  of  the  short  stay  of  the  ships 
in  Port.  Notification  to  the  Health  Authority  of  the  next  port  of  call  may 
achieve  the  desired  result  and  is  carried  out  as  often  as  necessary. 

The  problem  of  refuse  disposal  on  the  other  hand  is  greatly  assisted 
by  a short  stay  in  port,  especially  in  the  case  of  oil-burning  vessels  when  there 
are  no  ashes  available  with  which  to  cover  accumulations  on  deck  pending 
disposal  at  sea.  No  serious  trouble  was  encountered  in  this  connection  during 
the  year, 

A considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  and  about 
Dock  premises  is  recorded  and  is  probably  associated  with  a progressive  im- 
provement in  the  town  generally  as  a result  of  the  systematic  treatment  of 
sewers  initiated  in  1946,  in  addition  to  routine  repressive  measures  in  the  Dock 
Area. 


The  amount  of  imported  foodstuffs  which  had  to  be  destroyed  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  was  but  a fraction  of  the  quantity  dealt  with  in  1947; 
in  that  year,  a total  of  287  tons  was  condemned  as  unfit  as  compared  with 
41  tons  19  cwts.  in  1948, 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  H.M.  Immi- 
gration Department  and  to  their  respective  staffs  for  their  ready  co-operation 
with  the  Department  during  the  year.  I would  also  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  help  received  from  time  to  time  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Authority  and  of 
work  done  by  various  members  of  the  Port  Health  staff,  including  Dr.  Kean 
and  Nurse  Walker  whose  services  have  greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  Aliens’ 
Medical  Inspection. 

* I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  LYNCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Port  Medical  Officer. 
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AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Number 
of  vessels 
reported 
as  having 
or  having 

had,  during 

the  voyage 

infectious 

disease  on 

board 

• 

1 
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■» 
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un 

Number 
of  vessels  i 
on  which  ' 
defects 
were  found 
and  re- 
ported to 
Ministry 
of 

Transport 

Surveyors 
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1 

Number 
of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 
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Number  i 
reported  j 
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* Excluding  defects  on  three  emigrant  ships — see  note  under  Table  J. 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II.  CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT 

TABLE  B 

ia)  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Number  of  Passengers : 

\st  Class:  2nd  Class:  3rd  Class: 

INWARDS  TOTAL  = 393,823 

OUTWARDS  TOTAL  = 389,933 

{b)  CARGO  TRAFFIC 

Principal  Imports— GQnQraX  merchandise,  wines,  foodstuffs,  coal  and 

timber. 

Principal  Exports — Cars  and  general  merchandise. 

(c)  FOREIGN  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  VESSELS  ARRIVE 
South  and  West  Africa,  Iberian,  Scandinavian  and  Baltic. 


III.  WATER  SUPPLY 

(1)  For  the  Port:  Dover  Corporation  Mains. 

(2)  For  shipping:  Dover  Corporation  Mains. 

(3)  Number  of  Water  Boats : Nil. 

IV.  PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  and  1945 

(1)  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health: 

These  are  collected  and  examined  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer, 
if  he  boards  the  vessels  on  arrival,  or  by  H.M.  Customs  Officers.  In 
the  latter  case,  each  Declaration  is  forwarded  to  the  Port  Medical 
Officer  forthwith.  During  the  year  1948,  Declarations  of  Health 
were  received  in  respect  of  73  vessels. 

(2)  Boarding  of  Vessels  on  arrival: 

The  Port  Medical  Officer  boards  homeward  vessels  from  foreign 
ports  when  the  compulsory  advance  wireless  message  indicated  that 
boarding  is  necessary.  Vessels  from  infected  Ports  are  boarded  on 
arrival  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  as  a routine. 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring  special 

attention : 

As  from  1st  May,  1934,  the  Minister  of  Health  approved  the 
enforcement  locally  of  Article  6 of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations, 
1933,  as  to  advance  wireless  messages  from  vessels,  and  the  abbre- 
viated telegraphic  address — “ Portelth,  Dover  ” — is  registered  for 
this  purpose. 
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(4)  Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Article  10: 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  Commissioners  of  H.M.  Customs 
and  Excise,  the  following  have  been  designated  locally: — 

{a)  For  ships  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” as  defined  in 
Art.  2 of  the  Port  Sanitary  Regulations,  1933,  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  and  ships  having  a case  of  typhus 
fever  or  smallpox  on  board — 

“ The  Outer  Harbour,  inside  the  Breakwater.” 

{h)  For  all  other  ships  which  may  be  unhealthy  within  the 
meaning  of  the  aforesaid  Regulations — 

“ Their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading.” 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 

Article  14: 

There  have  been  no  standing  exemptions  locally  in  regard  to 
Article  14  beyond  the  arrangement  under  (4)  {b)  above. 

(6)  Experience  of  working  Article  1 6 : 

In  one  instance,  action  was  taken  for  notification  of  destination 
of  persons  landing  from  one  vessel  owing  to  typhoid  fever  on 
board. 

(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for: 

{a)  Premises  and  Waiting  Rooms  for  Medical  Examinations. 
Facilities  are  available  at  the  Admiralty  Pier,  the  Ferry 
Dock  and  the  Eastern  Arm  and  are  quite  satisfactory. 

{b)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Ships,  Persons  and  Clothing  and 
other  articles: 

Infected  quarters  are  disinfected  and  bedding  and  clothing 
rernoved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Dover,  for  steam 
disinfection.  A cleansing  station  is  provided  at  the 
Hospital  and  cases  are  dealt  with  by  arrangement  as 
required. 

(c)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  under 
the  Regulations : 

Provision  is  made  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  such 
accommodation. 

(^/)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Plague,  Cholera.,  Yellow 
Fever,  Smallpox  and  other  infectious  disease: 

At  the  Isolation  Hospital  Dover,  or  the  Smallpox  Hos- 
pital, Poulton,  as  occasion  arises. 

(e)  Ambulance  Transport: 

Motor  ambulances  are  available  for  town  and  port 
requirements,  and  a motor  van  for  transport  of  infected 
bedding  and  clothing. 

(/)  Super ffsion  of  Contacts: 

. The  necessary  organisation  has  been  arranged  under 
Article  16  of  the  Regulations. 
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(8)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination 

of  rats  for  Plague : 

Rats  from  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” ships  are  sent  to 
the  Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  occasion 
arises,  but  this  was  not  necessary  during  1948. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  or  pathological  examina- 
tions : 

Specimens  are  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Maidstone,  when  necessary.  No  specimens  were  dealt 
with  in  1948. 

(10)  Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  disease 
amongst  sailors  under  international  arrangements: 

Cases  reported  are  informed  of  the  local  arrangements 
and  dates  when  treatment  can  be  obtained  at  the  Venereal 
Diseases  clinic. 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  the  dead: 

An  adequately  equipped  mortuary  is  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority.  It  is  conveniently  situated  and  available 
for  port  cases.  Interments  in  the  local  burial  grounds 
are  arranged  as  required. 


TABLE  C 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM  VESSELS 


Disease 

No.  of  cases  during  the 
year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Average  No. 
of  cases 
for 

previous 
.5  years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

1 

1 



Tonsilitis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

. 2 

— 

1 

1 

TABLE  D 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO  ARRIVAL 


Disease 

No.  of  cases  during  the 
year 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned 

Average  No. 

of  cases 
for  previous 

5 years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Malaria 

— 

1 

1 

0.2 

PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS  1930 

During  the  year,  seven  parrots  or  budgerigars  were  dealt  with 
in  accordance  with  the  above  Regulations. 
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V.  MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS 


(1)  Steps  taken  for  detection  of  rodent  plague: 

{a)  In  ships  in  the  Port : 

Few  ships  from  plague  infected  areas  come  alongside 
in  Dover  Flarbour.  However,  all  ships  entering  the 
Port  are  periodically  inspected  for  the  presence  of  rats 
and  any  dead  rats  found  under  doubtful  circumstances 
are  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

{h)  On  Quays,  Wharves,  Warehouses-,  etc.  in  vicinity  of  the  Port: 

Routine  inspections  by  the  Port  Health  Staff  and  perio- 
dical searching  of  warehouses  etc.  for  dead  rats  for 
examination. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  shore  and 

ships:  . • 

Rat  guards  are  provided  by  the  Authority  for  use  when 
required. 

(3)  Methods  of  deratisation  of: 

[a)  Ships: 

During  1948,  21  vessels  were  subjected  to  full  rat- 
searching inspection,  27  Deratisation  Exemption  Certi- 
ficates being  issued  (6  vessels  each  on  two  occasions  = 
12  and  15  vessels  each  on  1 occasion  = 15). 

{h)  Premises  in  vicinity  of  Docks  and  Quays: 

Deratisation  measures  were  taken  as  necessary,  the 
Railway  Authorities  dealing  with  rats  on  their  premises, 
by  trapping  and  the  laying  of  poisoned  baits. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  ships  and  on 
shore : 

Routine  sanitary  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  all  foreign-going  vessels  dealt 
with  under  Article  19  of  the  1933  Regulations.  A de- 
crease in  the  prevalence  of  rats  in  the  dock  areas  was 
noted  during  the  year;  black  rats,  especially,  were 
conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

(5)  Rat-proofing: 

{a)  To  what  extent  are  Docks,  Wharves,  Warehouses,  etc. 
rat-proof: 

The  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  under  tfie  juris- 
diction of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  are  all  reasonably 
satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

{h)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing: 

^ny  points  coming  under  notice  in  the  course  of  rat- 
searching vessels  or  the  inspection  of  premises  are  dealt 
with  as  circumstances  require. 
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RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


TABLE  E 
(1)  On  Vessels 
NIL. 


TABLE  F 


(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses 


Number  of  Rats 

Jan, 

Feb. 

■^9 

Mar. 

*J^9  ’ 

Apl. 

May 

Jne. 

Jly. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Black 

Brown 

— 

Species  not  recorded 

23 



— 

25 

Examined 

Infected  with  Plague 

— 

— 

— 

' 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  in  Year — Species  not  recorded  . . 48 

(Number  estimated  to  have  been  destroyed  by  poisoning) 


TABLE  G 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” 
vessels  or  vessels  from  plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port 

during  the  year. 

NIL. 
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TABLE  H* 


Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  year 


No.  of  Deratisation  C 
Issued 

Vrtificates 

No.  of  De- 
ratisation 
Exemption 
Certificates 
Issued 

8 

Total 

Certi- 

ficates 

Issued 

9 

Net  Tonnage 

No.  of 
Ships 

2 

After 

mmigation  with 

After 
Trap- 
ping 
Poison- 
ing, &c. 

6 

Total 

1 

HCN 

3 

Sul- 

phur 

4 

HCN 

and 

Sul- 

phur 

5 

7 

Ships  up  to  300  tons 

10 

— 





■ - . 

11 

11 

,,  from  301  to 

1,000  tons 
„ from  1,001  to 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

3,000  tons 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

„ from  3,001  to 

10,000  tons 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





, 

,,  over  10,000 

tons 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

27 

* Applicable  only  to  those  Ports  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Flealth  for  the 
issue  of  Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates  in,, 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary 
Convention,  1926  (Form  Port  11).  . As  from  8th  May,  1930,  the  Port  of 
Dover  was  approved  for  the  purpose.  Work  commenced  here  in  June,  1930. 


VL  HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES 

TABLE  J 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel 

Number 
inspected 
during  the 
year 

Defects  of 
original 
construc- 
tion 

Structural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial  to 
health 

British 

105 

5 

6 

.1 

*Other  Nations 

59 



1 

. 

* Five  emigrant  ships  entering  the  Port  were  inspected.  Defects  were  found  on 
three  of  these  vessels  but  are  not  included  in  the  above  Table  J.  or  in  Table 
A.  (see  page  1),  since  the  vessels  did  not  form  a normal  part  of  the  trade  of 
the  Port. 

Conditions  on  these  three  vessels,  all  of  less  than  100  tons  and  carrying 
up  to  60  persons  including  women  and  children,  were  particularly  unsatis- 
factory. 

Gross  overcrowding  in  the  holds,  with  lack  of  proper  ventilation  and 
natural  lighting,  were  the  worst  features.  Sanitary  accommodation,  washing 
facilities  etc^ere  primitive.  Very  little  could  be  done  for  these  people,  and 
although  officially  they  were  not  allowed  to  land,  one  had  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  epidemic  sickness  and  the  problems  of  control  under  these 
conditions.  Fortunately,  no  such  untoward  incident  arose  during  the  year. 
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VII . FOOD  INSPECTION 


(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  {Imported  Food)  Regulations^  1937,  the 
Public  Health  {Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926,  and  the  Public  Health 
{Preservatives  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1940. 


Article 

of 

Foodstuff 

France 

Italy 

Belgium 

Flolland 

Coastwise 

tons. 

cwts. 

tons. 

cwts. 

tons. 

cwts. 

tons. 

cwts. 

tons. 

CVAS. 

Lettuce 





94 

6 







— 

— 

Cheese 

2541 

7 

11 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Apricots 

5 

10 

16 

— - 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Peaches 

49 

11 

546 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pears 

— 

— 

788 

16 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grapes 

— 

— 

551 

7 

1 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Melons 

17 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bilberries 

26 

19 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuts 

— 

— 

398 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Preserved  Fruit 

2752 

io 

Tomatoes 

41 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dates 

10 

5 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plums 

— 



143 

5 

1 

12 



— 

— 

— 

Garlic 

1 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Onions 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cauliflower 

— 

— 

1442 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1796 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicory 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wheat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1777 

0 

Potatoes 

_ 

— 

639 

12 

9 

16 

310 

0 

3595 

9 

Tomato  Extract 

— 

7 

Tomato  Soup 

808 

9 

Tomato  Sauce 

497 

4 

82 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pate  de  Foie  Gras 

1 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ — . 

— 

_ 

Fruit  Pulp 

26 

0 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chestnut  Spread 

5 

10 

Mandarines 

— 

1868 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carrots 

— 

— 

9 

0 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

Green  Peas 

— 

— 

93 

10 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Cherries 

— 

— 

14 

14 

157 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Preserved  Meat 

— 

— 

27 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Lemons 

— 

— 

779 

16 

» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cucumbers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

6779 

12 

7514 

10 

2058 

3 

310 

0 

5372 

9 

Grand  Total:  22,034  tons,  14  cwts. 
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The  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  destroyed: — 

From  Belgium:  47  tons  19  cwts.  of  Fish. 

(2)  Shell-fish’.  Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or  layings 

within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority^  stating 
whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer,  liable  to 
pollution.  Report  of  any  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
{Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938: 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  district. 

(3)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by: — 


{a)  Bacteriologist : 
(b)  Analyst: 

Nature  of  Sample 

1.  Tomato  Extract 

2.  Tomato  Soup 


3. 

Tomato  Soup 

4. 

Drained  Cherries 

5. 

Camembert  Cheese 

6. 

Pont  I’Eveque  Cheese 

7. 

Cheese,  Italian 

8. 

Preserved  Fruit 

(Citron  Peel) 

9. 

Tomato  Juice 

10. 

Preserved  Fruit 

11. 

Tomato  Soup 

12. 

Angelica  1 

13. 

Glace  Fruits  > 

14. 

Glace  Fruits  J 

15. 

Pear  Juice 

16. 

Tomato  Juice 

17. 

Canned  Chestnut  Puree 

NIL. 

17. 

Result  of  Examination 

Satisfactory  — free  from  metallic 
contamination. 

20  parts  per  million  of  Copper; 
traces  of  Zinc ; no  Tin ; no  Preser- 
vatives. 

8 parts  per  million  of  Copper ; 
traces  of  Zinc;  no  Tin;  no  Preser- 
vatives. 

10  parts  per  million  of  Copper;  no 
Lead,  Tin  or  Sulphur  Di-oxide. 
Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

No  sulphur  di-oxide  or  metallic 
impurity. 

Harmless  traces  of  Copper  and  Tin 
Free  from  preservatives  and  metal- 
lic contamination. 

4 parts  per  million  of  Copper; 
trace  only  of  Tin. 

Free  from  metallic  contamination 
and  trace  only  of  sulphur  di- 
oxide. 

85  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  Di- 
oxide; no  other  preservatives  and 
no  metallic  contamination. 

Less  than  4 parts  per  million  of 
Copper;  no  Tin  and  no  Sulphur 
Di-oxide. 

No  preservatives  or  metallic  im- 
pregnation. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

The  following  report  surveys  the  work  of  the  Medical  Inspector 
under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920,  and  subsequent  amendments. 

Statistics: 

Number  of  Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port: — 

* 

1937  1938  1947  1948 

Total  Aliens:  171,792  161,066  130,677  156,353 

The  number  of  Aliens  arriving  at  the  Port  during  the  year 
showed  a considerable  increase  on  the  number  for  1947;  actually 
there  was  an  addition  of  over  25,000  and  the  total  number  was 
not  far  short  of  that  for  the  year  1938. 

Aliens  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector: — • 

Year  Total  Aliens  Medically  Percentage  of  Total 

Examined  Medically  Examined 

1947  130,677  5,653  4.3 

1948  156,353  7,273  4.6 

OutiOf  the  year’s  total  of  156,353  Aliens,  148,935  were  medically 
inspected  and,  of  these,  7,273  were  subjected  to  a more  detailed 
examination;  the  percentage  of  the  .total  thus  examined  was  4.6 
as  compared  with  4.3  for  1947. 

Categories  in  which  Aliens  were  examined: 


I. 

Holding  Ministry  of  Labour  Permits . . 

6,510 

II. 

Intending  to  make  their  home  in  the 

United  Kingdom 

600 

III. 

Visitors  ..  . 

146 

IV. 

Business  Visitors 

2 

V. 

Aliens  in  Transit 

4 

VI. 

Others 

11 

Total  

7,273 

Certificates  required  in  respect  of  Aliens,  examined  as  above, 
numbered  15  and  these  were  issued  in  the  appropriate  form  to  the 
Immigration  Officer  at  the  time  of  examination.  The  majority 
were  “ C ” certificates  for  physical  incapacity  sufficient  to  warrant 
consideration  and  necessary  action  by  the  Immigration  authorities. 
The  rate  of  certification  of  the  Aliens  examined  was  0.2  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  0.23  per  cent,  for  1947. 
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Table  1 .—NATIONALITIES  EXAMINED  AND  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED 


Nationality 

Males 

Females 

Children 

Total 

No,  of 

Certi- 

ficates 

Baltic 

Lithuanian,  Latvian  & Estonian 

3 

13 

2 

18 



States : 

Poles  and  Finns 

27 

140 

20 

187 

— 

U.S.S.R. 

• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Norwegians,  Swedes  & Danes 

12 

97 

— 

109 

— 

Middle 

German 

7 

119 

6 

132 

1 

and 

Austrian 

61 

1291 

38 

1390 

— 

Western 

Swiss 

181 

1620 

2 

1803 

• 2 

European 

French 

97 

227 

13 

337 

— 

States: 

Belgian 

55 

104 

12 

171 

1 

Italian 

724 

1501 

107 

2332 

9 

Spanish,  Portuguese 

4 

16 

1 

21 

— 

Czechs,  Jugo-Slavs 

36 

40 

18 

94 

— 

Luxembourg,  Liechtenstein 

2 

18 

— 

20 

— 

Dutch 

6 

12 

1 

19 

1 

Eastern 

Hungarian 

22 

136 

7 

165 

— 

European 

Roumanians,  Bui  gars 

3 

6 

4 

13 

— 

States : 

Greeks 

8 

13 

1 

22 

— 

Egypt, 

Egypt,  Palestine,  Iraq  and  Iran 

15 

5 

2 

22 

1 

Syria, 

Turkish,  Armenian 

18 

1 

— 

19 

— 

Libya  & 

Syrian,  Libyan 

2 

4 

2 

8 

— 

Asiatic 

Chinese 

3 

1 

— 

4 

— > 

States : 

Japanese 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Siamese 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

North  & 

Central  and  South  America 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

South 

U.S.A. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Americas 

Stateless 

80 

275 

29 

384 

— 

Totals 

1368 

5640 

265 

7273 

15 

« 
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Table  2.— MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 
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cleared  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  attendance.  Landings  were  effected,  as  in  previous  years,  at  the  Admiralty 
Pier,  the  Ferry  Dock  and  at  the  Eastern  Dockyard. 


Remarks  : 

No  special  difficulties  were  encountered  in  the  work  generally, 
though  it  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whether  the  objects  intended 
by  the  Aliens  Order  are  being  or  can  be  fully  attained  in  all  cases 
by  the  present  system  of  medical  inspection  and  examination.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  considered  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Order  can  be  sufficiently  well  met  under  the  present  arrangements, 
it  seems  at  least  probable  that  equal  results  would  be  obtained  by 
an  alternative  procedure  of  delegating  certain  responsibilities  and 
a more  conservative  use  of  medical  personnel. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  Aliens  referred  for  medical  examination 
were  those  with  Ministry  of  Labour  permits — a class  composed 
mainly  of  young  adult  females  and  found  habitually  free  from 
obvious  disease  or  defects.  Only  nine  certificates  were  issued  in 
respect  of  Ministry  of  Labour  permit  holders  during  the  year,  four 
being  on  account  of  pregnancy,  three  on  account  of  visual  defects 
and  two  on  account  of  spinal  deformity  and  mental  deficiency, 
respectively. 
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